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informal manner, driving with them in the rain and
having t ea in bothies*  But as for the intimate conversa-
tions from which she had expected so much, they
produced nothing ; he made himself a bland and im-
penetrable mask.    No  one could have been more
charming or more amiable, but no one could have been
more deliberately evasive.   Never did she obtain from
him any direct expression of his personal views, and the
most tactful cross-examination failed to show that
he had any.    She spoke to him of the critical state
of affairs in Turkey and of the possibility of deposing
the  Sultan :   he  quietly agreed that  affairs were
critical but thought that to depose the Sultan might
lead to dangerous complications.   He was sorry that
William was  so  injudicious  and so  unfriendly  to
England.    He seemed to have no objection to the
British-Egyptian expedition for the recovery of the
Sudan, but she could not be quite sure about that.
More than once she intimated how important it was
that Russia and England should stand together, for
they were the most powerful Empires and there would
be peace as long as they were friends, but even that
failed to secure any very sympathetic assent.    He
seemed to think this and he seemed to feel that, but
he completely baffled her efforts to get anything
definite from him.   Lord Salisbury fared no better :
the Tsar had wished to see him, and they had two
long conversations together.   The Tsar, commenting
on these to his mother said that it was " good for
Lord Salisbury at least to learn from the  source
what the opinions and views of Russia are,55 but
Lord   Salisbury   confessed   that   he   had   learned
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